
Our dogs are patiently 
waiting to be adopted

Our team is patiently waiting for the donations,  
so if you’re ready to adopt or can spare a donation this 

Christmas, please consider our dogs

In the Doghouse 
once again 
This year our amazingly generous supporters Tate Family Foundation 
have increased their Match Giving to a whopping $30K! Once again 
Jarrad will be sitting in the kennels with our dogs and this year all three 
of his lovely children will be joining him.
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Follow us on:  Facebook   Instagram   Twitter 

SAVE THE DATE!  
Our fabulous team of vollies  
and supporters will be going 
back in the Doghouse a little 
earlier this year on Sunday 24 
November. And our famous 
Santa Paws will be happening on 
the same day with the legendary 
Alex Cearns from Houndstooth 
Studio giving your gorgeous 
dogs the chance to have their 
photos taken with Santa. 

Being earlier that means 
your digital copy can be 

put to good use and print 
cards, mugs and other 

Chrissy gifts.

Our Doghouse team never 
cease to amaze us with their 
commitment to our dogs and 
the funds they raise. Plus, our 

dogs love the company during 
the day and seeing how well 
they interact with their kennel 
buddies often helps to get 
them adopted. Fundraising 
is the main objective and 
there’s always a little friendly 
competition between the 
inmates with our dogs being the 
winners every time.

All money raised will go 
directly to the dogs in our 
care and saving more that are 
already waiting for us.

1271
Adoptions

Jan ‘24 -  Oct ’24

Summer 2024

Every dollar makes a difference:  
https://in-the-dog-house-2024.raiselysite.com



President’s Message
Our recent 89th Home Open was a busy successful event and we’re already 
excited for next year’s as we look forward to celebrating our 90th year of  
saving unwanted and abandoned dogs – there’s lots of planning and a busy  
time ahead for us! 

Clive making friends
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As we approach the end of the year and we reflect on what’s happened 
during 2024 and what’s ahead for 2025 it’s both exhausting and 
exciting. We’ve been working on our Masterplan since 2008 and, 
thanks to a successful application to Lotterywest, we’ve been granted 
the funds to finish almost all of our buildings, yards and pathways in 
time for our 90th Anniversary.

Big thanks to our fabulous GM Robyn Slater for writing and preparing 
the grant application and to Lotterywest for their support and 
encouragement in making it all happen. We are beyond grateful as 
fundraising for a new laundry, kitchen, storage etc are not the most 
desirable projects and this means we can now continue to direct all of 
your and our community donations directly to caring for our dogs and 
our increasing vet bills.

The number of puppies in 2024 sadly reached an all-time high and 
seeing pregnant mums (both too young and too old) coming in was so 
incredibly sad and frustrating. Knowing there are already far too many 
dogs in WA (with many not making it) means sterilisation is even more 
important. We always do what we can to take in dogs and pups from 
regional and local pounds but it’s impossible to save them all when 
our kennels and offices are already full. And other rescues are all in the 
same boat.

I want to also say thanks and acknowledge our foster coordinator 
Simone who works tirelessly to get as many dogs as possible into caring 
foster homes. We have more dogs in foster than we have ever had so 
thanks again to Simone and of course our amazing foster carers who 
are helping us to save more lives than ever before.

On the note of thanks, I cannot possibly say thank you 
enough to Dr Greg Wilkinson from Subi Vets. Greg has 

been looking after our dogs for nearly 20 years and 
has generously given us greatly reduced rates  
to enable us to save as many dogs as we have. 

Greg has now sold Subi Vets and whilst we still have a great relationship 
with the team, Greg was the one who started it all and personally 
supported us. He has always been on the other end of the phone (after 
hours and weekends) and guided us whenever our dogs ended up in 
emergency after hours. Thank you will never be enough for everything 
this incredible man has done for our Home and our dogs.

As we write this newsletter, we are now looking forward to our In the 
DogHouse event on Sunday 24 November and I urge anyone who is 
able, to please donate to the amazing team going in led by Jarrad Tate 
and all three of his amazing dog-loving children. 

Tate Family Foundation has been generously supporting our Home for 
an incredible 12 years by matching donations up to $25K and this year 
they’ve agreed to match up to a whopping $30K!

Seeing Jarrad sitting in the kennel with our dogs is fabulous but seeing 
his adorable dog loving kids loving spending time in kennel with our 
dogs for 4 hours is even better.

Thank you, thank you thank you, to all of our dedicated supporters who 
don’t expect or want anything other than to help us save more dogs 
which we promise we will continue to do for as long as you support us .

I wish all our supporters a wonderful Christmas filled with lots 
of love and doggie kisses – and remember if you need any extra, 
please pay us a visit and consider adopting, fostering  
or volunteering.

Karen 

 The Wilkinson Ward

We can never thank you enough for yourcontribution to rescue

Dr Greg Wilkinson
 BSc. B.V.M.S.

Dedicated to over 20 years support of our Home and dogs by

Dr Greg

Karen



Robyn and Hannah

REDEVELOPMENT
NEWS

Summer 2024

We are SO excited to announce our next major redevelopment which has been generously 
supported by Lotterywest. We are overjoyed to have received a $2,287,440.00 support 
pledge which will allow for major redevelopment to five key areas of our Home

A $50,000 portion of the project will also be supported by the Animal 
Welfare Grant Program, administered by the Department of Primary 
Industries and Regional Development.

We are proud to be frugal at the Dogs’ Refuge Home and invest 
every dollar donated to us back to the dogs. We operate at an 
enormous loss every year, we are lucky that our generous donors 
and supporters help us to cover our day-to-day costs, but projects 
like this would simply not be possible without the support of 
Lotterywest, or those that generously remember us in their wills. We 
are overjoyed to be able to improve our Home for both the dogs and 
the community of dog lovers that volunteer here every single day 
come rain or shine.

Over the past 12 months, the WA homeless dog crisis has spiraled out 
of control. The Home has struggled under crippling intake requests, 
and simply rehoming the dogs is no longer a sustainable solution. 
The only way to combat this is to actively engage the community 
to join us in our vision for responsible dog ownership. With support 
from Lotterywest, we plan to boost community engagement and 
education with the redevelopment of 5 key areas:

Through this project, we plan to increase volunteer opportunities 
including opportunities for vulnerable groups, decrease surrenders 
easing pressure on local and regional council pound facilities, boost 
community education and engagement and create opportunities for 
group community involvement including schools and aged care.

Support of the project was recommended by the Lotterywest Board 
and approved by the Premier of Western Australia, the Hon. Roger 
Cook MLA. Hon. The Hannah Mary Beazley MLA attended the Refuge 
on Saturday 5 October to share the good news. 

Since 1933, Lotterywest has played a pivotal role in our 
community, proudly supporting a significant number of health, 
arts, sports, and community organisations across the state. 
Since 1935, the Dogs’ Refuge Home have proudly provided 
a safe haven for homeless dogs across the state, have been 
leaders in education messages for responsible dog ownership. 

1	 Puppy Education and Adoption Centre

2	 Adoption Meeting Lounge 			 
	 combined with functional staff 		
	 and volunteer support area

3	 Decompression Kennels and Yards

4	 Visitors Centre showcasing the 		
	 Dogs’ Refuge Home’s rich, 90 year 
	 history as part of the WA community

5	 Engaging Enrichment and Agility 		
	 Training Yard GM Robyn with Minister Hannah Beazley and Lisa Baker
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Our Pawesome Year 
2023-24

623  
Saved from  
Metro Pounds
We visit pounds across the metro 
area. Our key partners are Wanneroo 
(70 dogs), Gosnells (95 dogs), Stirling 
(72 dogs), Armadale (101 dogs) 
with another 175 dogs coming from 
Bayswater, Canning, Kalamunda, 
Cockburn and South Perth. 

393  
Saved from  
Regional Pounds 
Another great year with more and 
more dogs arriving from regional 
communities. The 393 dogs saved 
includes dogs entering our care from 
regional pounds and other rescue 
groups. With intake requests at an all 
time, we make great efforts to travel 
to regional areas and save at risk 
dogs. This financial year 284 dogs 
arrived from Geraldton, 8 arrived 
from Broome, 18 from Narrogin,  
14  from Kalgoorlie and 14 dogs  
from Busselton.

727  
Foster Dogs
Another huge year for our foster 
team with 727 dogs (including 450 
puppies) spend time with one of 
475 foster carers during the past 
year. We can’t thank all our foster 
carers enough for their compassion 
and dedication in providing a 
home-away-from-home for our 
dogs. A huge thanks to our Foster 
Coordinator Simone too for her 
amazing work placing dogs and 
puppies into temporary homes. 

Where Our Dogs Come From

ADOPTIONS

1453

Dogs Returned: The Home accepts ‘returns’ of adopted dogs 
regardless of when they were adopted. Sometimes the fit is just not 
right, but often circumstances within the household change and dogs 
are surrendered back into our care.

	 2023/24

    Pound Rescue	 1022

    Owner Surrender	 271

    Council	 31

   Dogs Returned	 138

    Shelter Offspring	 89

DOGS  
ENTERING SHELTER

1584
 611 Puppies

 973 Dogs
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Sad arrivals from Geraldton 

Beckham was the best of the three (even though he still was missing 
plenty of hair) so we prioritised the other two for foster and Beckham 
has been receiving extra love and TLC here with us. As soon as they 
arrived our vets immediately dispensed medication and they all 
received regular Malaseb shampoo baths to ease their itchy skin.

 One of our volunteers had some extra special 
medicated ‘wonder cream’ which was applied daily 

to sooth their neglected bodies.

Lucky Beckham has just been adopted and Serena and Bear are 
doing well and now available. We  are so grateful to the wonderful 
rangers in Geraldton who saved them (Lauren and Keet), the foster 
carers, staff and volunteers who have cared for them and you, our 
wonderful community, who have contributed financially to their 
care. We can only save dogs like these if we all work together to undo 
the awful past some dogs have suffered and hopefully love them so 
enough they will hopefully forget their history and just enjoy their 
futures in loving homes.

These three sweethearts Bear, Serena  
and Beckham arrived mid-August in  
a sad and neglected state. Bear and Serena 
especially had hardly any hair on their 
skinny bodies yet all of them were so sweet 
and forgiving after being let down by their 
previous humans.

Parvovirus Survivors

Parvovirus is an evil, high contagious virus that 
takes the lives of so many dogs each year. If the 
virus is detected early enough, it can often be 
successfully treated with fluids and antibiotics, but 
if left untreated, there is an up to 91% mortality rate. 
Parvovirus is especially dangerous in young pups, but 
dogs of all ages can be infected. 

An annual booster vaccination is almost 
100% effective against parvovirus and  

a host of other diseases.

Last financial year we saved over 25 dogs and 
puppies from almost certain death by providing 
treatment for the deadly parvovirus.  Depending on 
the practice, parvovirus care can be up to $2000+ 
a day at emergency vets due to requiring such strict 
isolation and around the clock treatment for up to 
seven days.

We are very proud to be able to help where we can 
with these cases, and are so grateful for the help of 
Swan Veterinary Hospital for reduced cost in patient 
care, and our partners Subiaco Veterinary Hospital 
for ongoing outpatient care. 

Thank you to all of our amazing donors and 
supporters who have helped save so many lives.

Unfortunately, this year we have seen an enormous increase in 
community cases of parvovirus, and of dogs infected with  
parvovirus entering our care via the pound system. 

Serena after

Serena

Bear

Bear after

Beckham Beckam adopted!

Six week old Tara beat parvo, her mum 
and brother were not so lucky 

Veterinary Care for Strawberry 

Parvo survivor Joe who was 
adopted by our GM Robyn 

Mulberry is one of a family 
of 7 saved from parvovirus

Devon on 
the way to 
the vet
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Foster Fail

PUPDATE!  
Lulu’s happily ever after

“First of all we really would like to thank the staff for being so supportive 
on the day and to thank the volunteers for cheering Lulu on her way 
out of the gates. It was evident that Lulu was very loved and we had big 
shoes to fill. There are moments where I still have a few happy tears 
and pinch me moments, to say we are grateful is an understatement. 

She has already been on many adventures with the 
understanding it is at Lulu’s pace and if it is too much 

we will leave. 
She went to the Doggy Day Out at Whiteman Park and really enjoyed 
getting all the free treats and interacting with other dogs. She is very 
well mannered, a polite little lady and has such a soft nature. She loves 
making new friends both human and canine. We are still working on 
our recall but we have booked in for some, one on one training so mum 
and dad have all the tools to give Lulu the best life and prepare for our 
camping adventures. 

I know we’ve said thank you before but we didn’t save her,  
she truly saved us. Our hearts are so full”

“I had been a foster carer for about two years 
when I met Nugget and Gypsy who were kindly 
sharing Robyn’s office with her. I had come in 
for a meeting so wasn’t expecting to go home 
with two dogs, but that’s what happened.

They do everything as a team and  
keep each other company when I 

have to leave them. 
The neighbours love them and the dogs even 

love the postman! We share the couch and 
they love to cuddle. Nugget likes to sit on my lap 
if we are at a cafe, so that he can keep an eye on 

what’s on offer. They have taught themselves 
to use the doggy door. Well I should say, Gypsy 

worked it out and then Nugget used it to get 
in and attack the vacuum cleaner. Gypsy is 

undoubtedly the brains of the outfit. 

I knew that I wanted to keep them and am 
very grateful to everyone who cared for them 
whilst I was away for seven weeks. They have 
settled in again and have made themselves 
completely at home in their forever home.”

If you’d like to become a foster carer apply 
via our website: https://www.dogshome.
org.au/foster-carer-application/

When eight year old Lulu arrived from a regional 
pound it was obvious she had a very special, loving 
nature. A typical gentle giant that stole our hearts.  
We knew she needed a wonderful home but we 
couldn’t have asked for better than the one she found.

Nugget and Gypsy had been waiting for a forever home for 201 days 
before being officially adopted by our long term dog walking volunteer, 
Sue Terry. Luckily they spent a large chunk of that time already in her 
care, as foster dogs! This was exactly how they stole Sue’s heart. 

Share your adoption story
If you’d like to share your adoption story please 

email us at communications@dogs.home.au 
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2024 Home OpenKennel Sponsors
Thanks to the following people and businesses who have 
sponsored or renewed their kennel sponsorship since 
June 2024

Jackie Chin
Jasmine Chai
Taz’s Pet Doors   
Denise Hilsz & Alan Pittman
The Middlemas Foundation
Mayday Dog Rescue Club
Floreat Forum
Cobalt Foundation
Ben & Junko Farrugia in loving 
memory of Jet
Shifted Designs
Justine Winston Smith
Gail Archer SC
Connect Mortgages
Ros Stynes
Boutique Realty
Swan Urology
Resolve Finance
Cassandra Lajeunie for Juniper
John Long for Pippen
St Hilda’s Anglican School  
for Girls

Susie J
The Balmoral Hotel
Hale School for Boys
Lynda & John Hancy
Plastik Beauty
Australian High Risk Training
Absolute Cosmetic Medicine
Robert Frost
The Rudd Family
Linda Ong in loving memory  
of Basil
Russell Dohmen
Right Track WA Financial 
Planning

If you would like to help 
dogs in our care you can 
sponsor a kennel too for 
$2500 for a year! 

Please call 9381 8166  
or email events@
dogshome.org.au

Become a ‘Caring Friend’ Today! 
Caring Friends are donors who pledge a weekly, 
monthly or quarterly amount, which they set and 
manage online themselves. These donations 
provide us with dependable revenue and is the 
most cost-effective way for us to fundraise for  
our dogs.

As a Caring Friend we will post you our ‘Chinwag’ 
newsletter twice a year plus our Annual Report to 
highlight all our rescue and re-homing work and 
show you where your donations are spent. You will 
also receive regular email updates and notices of 
our events and activities.

Your regular gift helps our dogs to always get the 
best care until they find new forever homes and 
helps fund our regional rescue work.

Becoming a regular donor is easy and you have 
complete control over your giving – you can change 
your amount, change the timing, set the date and 
pause anytime if you need to. And the Give Now 
platform will send you a tax receipt for 30 June  
with 100% of your donation tax deductible. 

Set up your regular gift now by visiting  
our website!  
www.dogshome.org.au/caring-friends

Thank You 
To Our Friends and Sponsors

St Hilda’s

To make this event come to life, we call on generous members of 
the community to bake for our cake stall, propagate seedlings for 
the plant stall, donate items for us to sell at the Jumble Sale and of 
course come along on the day and take part in all of the fun!

There is no doubt that without our amazing volunteers, the Home 
Open simply would not be possible. Our volunteers assist with all 
of the above tasks, as well as manning stalls on the day, greeting 
customers, sorting and pricing Jumble Sale items as well as event set 
up and pack down. 

In the days leading up to our furry fundraiser, we rescued three 
puppies who were dumped in the bush, they were scared, injured 
and just seven weeks old. If you came along to the Home Open, 
purchased a coffee, perhaps something from the Jumble Sale or 
a plant - please know this is where the funds go - straight to saving 
precious lives!  The Home Open is one of our largest fundraisers for 
the year and provides us with vital funds that allow us to continue 
saving and rehoming dogs from across WA. 

We would also like to thank Muzz Buzz for sponsoring the 
coffee stall as well as Bakers Delight Wembley/Subiaco for their 
support of our BBQ. 

Thank you to everyone who attended our 
2024 Home Open. With your support, we 
raised over $34,500 – our best result ever!

Senior now Gidge, ex DRH dog 
adopted from a hoarding situation 
in 2022. He is almost 10 years old and 
doubled in weight from when he was 
adopted, he looks younger now than 
he did when we rescued him!



Dogs’ Refuge Home  30 Lemnos Street,  Shenton Park    9381 8166    www.dogshome.org.au

Chinwag

Summer 2024

Santa Paws is 
coming to town! 
Make this Christmas extra special by having your 
pooch pose for their very own photo with Santa.  
The wonderful Houndstooth Studio will be back, 
ready to take the pawfect picture! 

Each year, Santa and the 
Houndstooth Studio’s team help 
us raise money for WA’s dogs in 
need. It’s just $35 and you will 
receive a digital image we know 
you will treasure. Santa will be 
waiting in his Grotto and Alex will 
be ready to capture that unique 
photo on

Sunday 24 November 
starting at 9.30am and 
ending around 2.30pm. 

No bookings just come down. 
Plus, we have a big Christmas 
market with Wag Bags, mini-
jumble and much more. Alex will 
once again be donating 100% of 
the proceeds raised on the day.

Many thanks to Houndstooth 
Studio for your time and talent 
in making this event possible.

Advocate Help us spread the word by asking all of your 
friends and family to Adopt! Don’t Shop! Join us on social 
media and LIKE, SHARE & COMMENT on our posts to help us 
find homes for our dogs. Find us on Facebook, Twitter, TikTok, 
Instagram and LinkedIn. Remember to use our favourite hashtag 
#rescueisthebestbreed, because every adoption is a healthy  
life saved. 

@dogsrefugehome

How to Help 

Donate via:  https://
www.dogshome.org.
au/donate/

Or by filling in and returning the 
slip enclosed with this leaflet.

Foster Being a foster carer 
is an extremely rewarding and 
fulfilling experience.  We rely on 
our amazing foster team to take 
in litters of puppies, care for dogs 
who are unwell or provide a safe 
home or temporary respite for 
dogs who do not cope in the  
kennel environment.

Adopt Did you know you can 
see all of our available dogs and 
read their profiles online, or 
even better, visit the Refuge  
7 days a week from 11am-
4pm. No appointment needed! 

Volunteer If you have time 
on your hands and can commit 
to regular volunteering, we have 
a HUGE range of jobs available 
for dog loving supporters. 
From dog walking and ground 
maintenance, to office 
support or help at events, the 
possibilities are endless! Visit 
our website to learn more.

At just $10 and with 100% proceeds going to our 
dogs, they are a major fundraiser for our Home.

Our cards are also available now, each pack contains 
12 cards featuring 6 of our beautiful doggies 
photographed by the amazing Houndstooth Studio 
by Alex Cearns. Purchase at the Refuge or via our 
website.

HUGE thanks to our sponsors this year; Big W, All 
Pure Cleaning, Touchwood Promotions, Lily 
Longnose, and Diversifi Pty Ltd. Another special 
thanks to Dennis and the team at Quality Press 
Australia. 

Shop at the Refuge or online!  
www.dogshome.org.au

Christmas Cards & Calendars
Are you looking for the perfect Christmas gift? Our Christmas cards and 2025 
calendars are available NOW! 


